
1 
 

 

Committee Meetings for 2021: 

Next meeting: Friday 26th March 8pm 
(at the home of Lisa Fowler, 181 Muntzs Road, 

Ashbourne) 

 

ALG Noticeboard 

Some photos from our members 

 

 
 

Rock pools on the Campaspe River – a short, easy 

walk from Marsh Court Reserve 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The overflow at Campaspe Reservoir 

 

 

 

President’s Update  

 

We have been enjoying one of the best summer 

seasons experienced in Ashbourne for many years.  

Pastures are verdant and our fauna and flora are 

healthy and flourishing. 

The plantings in fenced Biolinks, established by a 

number of members, are starting to emerge, together 

with endemic trees and grasses which have, hither to, 

been eaten of by livestock. Kangaroo grass, silver 

wattles and blackwoods together with a variety of 

native ground covers are thriving.  

To celebrate and share this exciting experience we are 

having lunch and walk through a number of biolinks on 

adjoining properties.  

So put a save the date note in your diaries- Saturday 

20th March, 12.30pm at 100 Walshes Road, Woodend 

You will enjoy lunch with many ALG friends and 

neighbours and take a walk to biolinks created by Alan 

Denehey, Ian Temby and Libby Peck. 

The Victorian Government has recently legislated to 

all camping on riverside leased crown land 

The ALG intends to participate in the public 

consultation process on the proposed regulations. As 

from 1 March 2021 information on these proposed 

regulations can be found on the - engage victoria 

website. 

 

President:    Michael Peck    Secretary:    Elaine Saunders 
Vice President: Lisa Fowler    Treasurer:    Peter Blamey 
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Members, particularly those who own property 

adjoining riverside crown land, are encouraged to 

send me their comments (mpeck2@telstra.com) at 

least two weeks prior to the closing date for comment. 

Recently a number of members met to discuss 

establishing an ALG Pest Management Group. Terms 

of reference for the Group and a list of local pest 

species was discussed. The Group is still looking for a 

convenor, so if you are interested in convening or 

joining the Group please call me (0428172993). 

Our interest/work groups are getting more 

interesting. Recently I have had a few members 

express an interest in the ALG establishing a Farming 

Group. The idea is that this group would meet 

informally two or three times are year to share 

information about farming in this environment. It 

would be very informal, not keep records of meetings, 

share experience and information – have a drink and 

a chat. More news on this idea soon. 

Also there is a proposal for Native Garden Interest 

Group.   The goal is to share knowledge and learn 

about plants endemic to our environment, creating 

and maintaining native gardens which becomes 

havens for native birdlife.  Hopefully that will also lead 

to visiting each other's gardens and possibly native 

plant nurseries.  Please let Elaine Saunders 

(dr.elaine.saunders@gmail.com) know if you are 

interested. 

At the Committee Meeting last month a draft of new 

Rules for the ALG was considered. The new rules are 

based on a pro-forma published by Justice Connect on 

behalf of the Department of Consumer Affairs. The 

draft will be submitted to the Department with a 

request that they be approved for adoption by ALG 

members at the next AGM. 

Finally, I remind you that that there remain three 

vacancies on the ALG Committee. If you would like to 

participate in guiding the strategic direction, activities 

or administration of your landcare group I look 

forward to your call. 

Michael Peck  

President 

0428172993  

 

 

WAG by Brendan Martin   
 

How was your woody weed control program these last 

several months? Punctuated by some welcome wet 

weather I suspect.  

As we get towards the end of the summer spray 

season don’t forget those Gorse, Hawthorn, 

Blackberry etc can be cut off at the ground and 

‘painted’ or squirted with herbicide from a spray 

bottle any old time that it’s not raining.  

A 300 litre and 600 litre trailer-mounted spray unit is 

available to ALG members at $30 per day rate. 

For details please call Michael Peck 0428 172 993  

or  Brendan Martin 0401 410 337  

 

 

mailto:mpeck2@telstra.com
mailto:dr.elaine.saunders@gmail.com
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Bio-link Work Group -  

HABITAT CONNECTIVITY VISION 

Background -  by Alan Denehey 

For more than a decade ALG has been active in the 

restoration and preservation of the natural 

environment in its area. During this period we have 

run four funded projects in our own right and have 

participated in the NCCMA’s Caring for Campaspe 

project.  

The properties of around 20 of ALG members have 

areas set aside, fenced, de-weeded and revegetated 

primarily for the benefit of biodiversity. Our actions to 

date have been largely reactionary; when grant 

opportunities arose we have quickly cobbled together 

applications around impromptu expressions of 

interest. Although not fully planned, this approach has 

still been successful, yielding around 50 ha of 

protected habitat. 

The recently formed ALG Biolinks Work Group (Libby 

Peck, Ian Temby, Alan Denehey, Ralph Thesing, Linda 

Healy  - at present) has been developing a vision for a 

Master Plan of networks of connected habitat 

throughout the Ashbourne area. In essence, this vision 

seeks to identify and eventually create many new 

habitat links between existing remnant vegetation 

areas.  

While Ashbourne is rich in remnant vegetation and 

has several strong vegetation corridors linking back to 

the mass of the Wombat Forest, much of our remnant 

vegetation is now isolated by land clearing for 

agriculture. Re-establishing habitat connections and 

bolstering the size of existing vegetation areas has 

obvious benefits for flora and fauna, and can have 

positive outcomes for agricultural efficiency and 

enhancing the amenity and value of one’s property.  

Our growing awareness of Climate Change makes this 

environmental restoration work even more critical 

both in terms of assisting the survival of flora and 

fauna (in particular threatened species) and as a 

contribution to the amelioration of Greenhouse Gas 

levels. 

The Biolinks Work Group wants to discuss the draft 

vision at a meeting of all ALG members and friends in 

order to agree on the vision, to move forward, and to 

encourage landowners to think about how they 

might participate as contributors to this long term 

Master plan. 

By having these discussions and producing a rational 

plan for the whole area, we will be in excellent shape 

when future funding opportunities arise. We will be 

able to piece together projects of any scale and theme 

to match the opportunity. Also , we will all be better 

informed and committed to fully participating in 

future projects. 

Please all join us for this important, informative and 

lively discussion at MARSH COURT RESERVE 

SATURDAY 27th FEBRUARY, 2.30pm sharp 

Facilitated by KRISTA PATTERSON-MAJOOR, MRSC 

Environmental Officer 

Refreshments provided 

RSVP - Libby Peck Convenor Biolinks Work Group 

E.  epeck2@telstra.com. M 0419 396 641 

 

Biolink Participants 
 

An opportunity for ALG Members who are participants 

in the Biolink Project The Committee of ALG has 

accepted a proposal to fund a trial of galvanised steel 

mesh tree guards. The first five members to respond 

will receive a kit comprising of a 10m x 900mm steel 

mesh roll, 10 x1200mm hardwood stakes and 40 cable 

ties. The guards are strong, rabbit, hare and kangaroo 

proof and environmentally preferable to plastic.  
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Assembly is easy. The mesh is cut into 1m lengths then 

secured with 3 cable ties, plus 1 to attach the mesh to 

the stake , allowing the guard to slide up the stake for 

easy weeding. The cable ties can be cut when the tree 

no longer needs protection, allowing the guard to be 

removed without damage to branches or leaves. The 

kit can be collected by the first 5 respondents from 

Iona, 111 Muntzs Road, Woodend and the guards 

returned to the same address at the end of use, to be 

stored for further allocation. They remain the 

property of ALG.  

Please respond to Jennie Morrison 

jj.morrison@optusnet.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Fees 
New members are always welcome – a way of 
belonging to a local community group, and together 
achieving more for our Landcare. 
Annual subscription $30.00 per household. Members 
can pay via direct bank transfer: 
 

Account name Ashbourne Landcare Group Inc.   

BSB 313 140   Account no. 19221339 

Don’t forget to write MF (Member Fee) followed by your 
surname for description.  Please notify Elaine Saunders of 
any change in your contact details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALG FACEBOOK PAGE 
 
The ALG Facebook page is constantly being updated 
with interesting information, videos and photos. 
To access ALG Facebook, type in Ashbourne Landcare 
Facebook in your Web browser.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jj.morrison@optusnet.com.au
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ASHBOURNE LANDCARE DETAILS AND FURTHER 
INFORMATION 

Ashbourne Landcare Group 
PO Box 1013   Woodend, Vic.  3442 
ABN 78088 581 851 
Account name Ashbourne Landcare Group Inc.   

BSB 313 140   Account no. 19221339 

http://ashbournelandcare.com  

 

Contacts 

 Name Email Address Phone No 

Ashbourne Landcare Group    
President  Michael Peck Mpeck2@telstra.com 0428 172 993 

Vice President  Lisa Fowler lisa@mtmr.com.au 0418 557 222 

Secretary  Elaine Saunders dr.elaine.saunders@gmail.com 0400 670 421 

Treasurer  Peter Blamey peter.blamey@gmail.com 0439 879 246 

Committee members Brendan Martin  brendorphin@gmail.com  0401 410 337 

 Lisa Fowler lisa@mtmr.com.au 0418 557 222 

 Angela Dridan angeladridan@hotmail.com  0447 005 677  

Newsletter Lisa Fowler lisa@mtmr.com.au 0418 557 222 

Facebook Page Linda Healy Fauna1@live.com.au 0438 363 242 

Website Angela Dridan angeladridan@hotmail.com  0447 005 677  

Library Beatrice Schlabowsky  b.schlabowsky@gmail.com 0419 536 202  

Trailer hire - spray units Michael Peck (300lt) Mpeck2@telstra.com 0428 172 993 

 Jane Holth ( 600 lt) jholth@bigpond.com 0400 191 404  

WAG   Brendan Martin 
(Convenor) 

brendorphin@gmail.com  0401 410 337 

 Elaine Saunders dr.elaine.saunders@gmail.com 0400 670 421 

 Anthony Drzewucki anthony.drzewucki@gmail.com   

 Michael Peck mpeck@telstra.com 0428 172 993 

Ashbourne Reserve Care Group Jane Holth                      jholth@bigpond.com 0400 191 404  

Marsh Court Reserve Care Group Alan Denehey denehey@ozemail.com.au 0412 277 563 

BioLinks Workgroup Libby Peck epeck2@telstra.com 1 0419 396 641 
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mailto:lisa@mtmr.com.au
mailto:dr.elaine.saunders@gmail.com
mailto:lisa@mtmr.com.au
mailto:angeladridan@hotmail.com
mailto:lisa@mtmr.com.au
mailto:angeladridan@hotmail.com
mailto:b.schlabowsky@gmail.com
mailto:jholth@bigpond.com
mailto:dr.elaine.saunders@gmail.com
mailto:mpeck@telstra.com
mailto:jholth@bigpond.com
mailto:denehey@ozemail.com.au
mailto:epeck2@telstra.com

