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Call to Action  

It is time we the members of the ALG reached out to 

our neighbours and encouraged them to join us. A 

landcare group has the potential to be of vital 

interest, support and enjoyment to practically all 

landholders. That is why we have adopted the idea of 

facilitating and supporting Work and Interest Groups. 

These Groups set their own aims and objectives, are 

open to all ALG members, conduct meetings and 

activities with the support of the ALG. To date we 

have Groups focusing on weed control, care and 

maintenance of public reserves and the 

establishment of BIO-links. With increased 

membership I foresee Groups forming to focus on 

gardening in our environment, local fauna, local flora, 

small acre farming, animal husbandry, farm 

machinery and more. 

Growth and diversity will lead to vitality. All ALG 

members should actively encourage at least one 

neighbour to join and become involved in an existing 

Group or establishing a new interest Group. By 

diversifying and growing our network we enhance 

the productivity, enjoyment, knowledge base and of 

course the longevity of our group. Let's all try to 

reach out. 

 
 

Committee Meetings for 2020: 

Next meeting: Sunday 29th November 7pm 
(at the home of Lisa Fowler  

181 Muntzs Road, Ashbourne) 

All most welcome to attend, but please contact 

Secretary to register (COVID requirements) 

 

Christmas Function 

 

December 13th 4pm, lower gate 181 Muntzs Road. 

Please join us for a Christmas drink to celebrate 

the end of a trying year. Please bring a plate to 

share and a chair. ALG will provide the beverages. 

RSVP Lisa Fowler 0418 557 222 

 

  
President’s Update 

 

Landcare is a wonderful source of information and 

support for landholders and we hope that more and 

more Members will get involved in our Interest/Work 

Groups.  

Briefly, some of the Groups are; 

• The Ashbourne Reserve and the Marsh Court 

Reserve- both these Groups care for and 

maintain special public reserves on the 

Campaspe River 

• Biolinks – a group of our Members dedicated 

to the restoration and maintenance of linked 

areas of natural vegetation as environments 

for endemic flora and fauna 
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• WAG – the Weed Action Group is dedicated 

to assisting landholders control weed on 

their properties, through financial grants, 

advice and the low cost hire of special 

equipment such as trailer mounted high 

pressure spray units  

• Proposals for other groups such as pest 

management, gardens and fauna and flora 

are under consideration. 

 

At our most recent meeting we received a convincing 

submission for the establishment of a Pest 

Management Group. No matter the size of your 

property you will have experienced the problems 

created by one or more of our local pests. As the 

Covid 19 restrictions are withdrawn I intend to hold a 

meeting of members interested in participating in 

this Group. In the meantime, can you please register 

your interest by emailing me your contact 

information and I will send you the draft Terms of 

Reference and an initial pest control list for your 

consideration. 

The 2020/21 ALG Committee currently has three 

vacant positions. Our skill/experience analysis 

indicates our capability would benefit if these 

vacancies could be filled by members with an 

interest, knowledge and/or experience in one or 

more of the following fields – fauna, flora and 

electronic communications. If you are interested in 

helping us on the Committee please call me. 

Michael Peck 

President  

0428172993 

 

 

 

 

 

WAG by Brendan Martin 

WAG, the Weed Action Group, reminds you of our 

two spray trailers available to members at the 

reasonable rate of $30 per day. 

One is a 600 litre capacity and the other 300 litre.  

Both are ready to go to help you get large 

infestations of woody weeds under control or 

hopefully clean up subsequent years’ diminishing 

regrowth, new arrivals, stubborn survivors or lucky 

escapees of earlier skirmishes. 

We are also happy to give any advice we can on 

staged strategies for eradicating woody weed 

infestations and information on possible future 

government funded assistance programs. 

Contact- Michael Peck, President ALG 

0428 172 993 

or 

Brendan Martin, Convener WAG. 0401 410 337 

and for spray trailer hire Michael Peck 300 Litre 

0428 172 993  Jane Holth     600 Litre 5427 1741 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 
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Bio-link Work Group - 

Master planning Update 

The Bio-link Work Group has not met since our 

last meeting Friday 13 March, 2020 due to Covid 

19 restrictions and limitations placed on physical 

meetings.  This work group comprises Alan 

Denehey, Ian Temby, Ralf Thesing and Libby 

Peck, as convenor. 

We will meet again shortly to continue drafting 

information plans of the ALG district to work 

towards creating a masterplan or overall concept 

for the long term management of the Biolink 

Project. 

We have begun collating information relating to 

Objectives, Existing Conditions, and more, eg 

terrain types, dominant vegetation, more specific 

flora and fauna, hydrology, soil types, climate 

change, land holdings, local infrastructure, etc. 

Putting together a "story line" which highlights 

reasons to continue the Biolink  project is a 

useful way to engage the community.  These 

include environmental issues such as habitat, 

lists of dominant flora and fauna species, 

protection of endemic and endangered species, 

land production benefits, carbon sequestration 

and so on. 

Discussions and advice from local authorities 

such as MRSC, UCLN, NCCMA etc may be able 

to now take place. 

 

We aim to hold a workshop with ALG members 

to present draft Master Planning information in 

late February 2021. And, here, to engage 

involvement from as many of you as possible!   

We envisage that on ground work will probably 

take on a "jigsaw" effect engaging, over time, 

small groups of neighbouring properties of willing 

participants. 

Libby Peck 

Convenor, Biolink Work Group, November 2020 

 

Australian summers can be 

tough for people and 

animals... 

And while many of us can endure the hottest 
days with the help of air conditioning and 
plenty of fluids to keep us hydrated, our 
wildlife friends can suffer terribly during 
extreme heat, and even die. Here are 5 ways 
you can help make the difference between 
life and death for wildlife during increasingly 
hot and dry Aussie summers: 

1 Leave water out 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-

SA 
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2 Keep dogs and cats indoors dogs and 
cats indoors. 

3 Cover your pool your pool. 

4 Keep an eye out for heat distressed wildlife  

Be particularly mindful at dusk and at night as 

many nocturnal animals will be more active 

during this time.  

• Prepare an emergency kit to keep in 

your car including water, a 

blanket/towel, and a box 

• Save a few local wildlife rescue contacts 

in your phone so that you can ring for 

advice if you need it.  

• Here are some measures you can take to 

help reduce the chances of animals 

being hit on the road. 

5 Know what to do if you find a distressed or 

injured animal your fruit trees with  

If you have found an animal who is visibly 

distressed, wrap them loosely in a blanket or 

towel if it is safe to do so* and place them in a 

cardboard box, before placing the box in a dark, 

quiet, and cool place. 

 

*Note that injured animals will often be quite 

frightened, so if you feel worried they may 

scratch or bite try gently ushering them into a 

washing basket without touching them instead of 

wrapping them in a blanket or towel. 

Offer water but not food and call a wildlife 
carer immediately, or your local vet. Never 
pour water into an animals' mouth — this 
is not natural and can cause additional 
distress and even physical harm. Instead, 
provide cool water in a bowl and allow them 
to lap from it. 
DO NOT wrap heat stressed animals in 
wet towels or submerse in water — this 
can kill them. 
IMPORTANT: If you come across an injured 
or heat-stressed flying fox (fruit bat) DO NOT 
TOUCH the animal. This is for the animal's 
own safety. Instead, immediately call 
a wildlife carer for advice. 

What does a heat-stressed 

animal look like? 

Some of the signs that a native animal is 
heat-stressed include: 

• Nocturnal (active at night) animals, such 

as possums, out during the day 

• Tree-dwelling animals such as koalas, on 

the ground 

• Birds or animals displaying any loss of 

balance, collapse, confusion or panting 

• If you come across a wild animal being 

docile — ie. if you can approach them 

and they don't run away — this is a 

good sign that they are not well and 

need urgent care. 

http://www.backyardbuddies.org.au/help-byb/injured-wildlife
http://www.animalsaustralia.org/features/roadkill.php
http://www.backyardbuddies.org.au/help-byb/injured-wildlife
http://www.backyardbuddies.org.au/help-byb/injured-wildlife
http://www.animalsaustralia.org/issues/flying-foxes.php
http://www.backyardbuddies.org.au/help-byb/injured-wildlife
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Working Bees:   

Marsh Court Reserve 
10 AM SUNDAY 22 NOVEMBER 2020 

Our work activities will include: 

• Cut and paint gorse in stream bed 

• Remove gorse, blackberry and hawthorn 

seedlings by weeding or cut and paint 

• Brush cut gorse and blackberry plants 

sprayed last year 

As usual, we will work for a couple of hours and then 

enjoy a barbeque lunch together (socially distanced, 

of course). ALG will provide sausages and bread rolls, 

etc for the barbeque. Contributions of salad or 

something sweet and thermoses for beverages will 

be appreciated. Please dress in sturdy footwear and 

clothing and remember a sun hat. ALG will supply 

PPE for the work and for infection control along with 

hand sanitiser. A folding chair for lunch would be 

useful. 

Please join us to help in the work and to catch up 

over lunch. 

Please advise Alan Denehey (0412 277 563) by voice 

or text by Saturday 21/11/20 for catering purposes if 

you can join us. 

Ashbourne Road Reserve 
10 AM SUNDAY 15 NOVEMBER 2020 

A terrific team of enthusiastic Land Carers attended 

this working bee last weekend. All the work was duly 

completed followed by a lovely lunch were members 

were able to chat and share stories about their 

properties and our magnificent environment.  

 

 

Membership Fees 
New members are always welcome – a way of 
belonging to a local community group, and together 
achieving more for our Landcare. 
Annual subscription $30.00 per household. Members 
can pay via direct bank transfer: 
 

Account name Ashbourne Landcare Group Inc.   

BSB 313 140   Account no. 19221339 

Don’t forget to write MF (Member Fee) followed by your 
surname for description.  Please notify Elaine Saunders of 
any change in your contact details. 

 

ALG FACEBOOK PAGE 
 
The ALG Facebook page is constantly being updated 
with interesting information, videos and photos. 
To access ALG Facebook, type in Ashbourne Landcare 
Facebook in your Web browser.   
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ASHBOURNE LANDCARE DETAILS AND FURTHER INFORMATION 

Ashbourne Landcare Group 
PO Box 1013   Woodend, Vic.  3442 
ABN 78088 581 851 
Account name Ashbourne Landcare Group Inc.   

BSB 313 140   Account no. 19221339 

http://ashbournelandcare.com  

Contacts 

 Name Email Address Phone No 

Ashbourne Landcare Group    
President  Michael Peck Mpeck2@telstra.com 0428 172 993 

Vice President  Lisa Fowler lisa@mtmr.com.au 0418 557 222 

Secretary  Elaine Saunders dr.elaine.saunders@gmail.com 0400 670 421 

Treasurer  Peter Blamey peter.blamey@gmail.com 0439 879 246 

Committee members Brendan Martin  brendorphin@gmail.com  0401 410 337 

 Lisa Fowler lisa@mtmr.com.au 0418 557 222 

 Angela Dridan angeladridan@hotmail.com  0447 005 677  

Newsletter Lisa Fowler lisa@mtmr.com.au 0418 557 222 

Facebook Page Linda Healy Fauna1@live.com.au 0438 363 242 

Website Angela Dridan angeladridan@hotmail.com  0447 005 677  

Library Beatrice Schlabowsky  b.schlabowsky@gmail.com 0419 536 202  

Trailer hire - spray units Michael Peck (300lt) Mpeck2@telstra.com 0428 172 993 

 Jane Holth ( 600 lt) jholth@bigpond.com 0400 191 404  

WAG   Brendan Martin 
(Convenor) 

brendorphin@gmail.com  0401 410 337 

 Elaine Saunders dr.elaine.saunders@gmail.com 0400 670 421 

 Anthony Drzewucki anthony.drzewucki@gmail.com   

 Michael Peck mpeck@telstra.com 0428 172 993 

Ashbourne Reserve Care Group Jane Holth                      jholth@bigpond.com 0400 191 404  

Marsh Court Reserve Care Group Alan Denehey denehey@ozemail.com.au 0412 277 563 

BioLinks Workgroup Libby Peck epeck2@telstra.com 1 0419 396 641 
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